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PREFACE. 

Our  object  in  publishing  the  following  pages  are 
two-fold,  viz.:  to  revive  in  those  whose  privilege  it  was 
to  be  witnesses  to  the  person  through  whose  instrumen- 
tality most  of  the  principles  contained  in  them  were 
given;  and  also  to  cause  the  general  reader  and  those 
who  may  be  partially  interested,  to  investigate  more 
thoroughly  those  principles  connected  with  the  final 
salvation  and  redemption  of  Adam's  posterity.  From 
the  time  of  the  first  revealment  of  God  unto  man,  it  has 
been  a  continual  progression  of  spiritual  truth;  although, 
at  times,  those  truths  may  have  been  lost  in  obscurity, 
occasioned  by  the  prevailing  influence  of  those  powers 
whose  authority  is  acknowledged  for  a  period  of  six 
thousand  years.  There  has  been  times  of  great  spiritual 
depression  ;  but  through  all  this  there  has  lingered  in 
the  bosom  of  some  of  the  sons  of  God  that  immortal 
fire  which  can  never  be  quenched.  Through  these  in 
dividuals  have  come  those  principles  which  have  been 

the  connecting  links  in  the  grand  chain  of  endless  pro- 
HISiUKIAN'S  OFFICE  LIBRARY 

Ih.  Chufch  o«  Jesus  Christ  o)  L»1tm-d»v  Sulnti 


*  PREFACE. 

gression  ;  which  mode  of  progression,  when  thoroughly 
understood,  will  evolve  a  higher  standard  of  spiritual 
thought  than  that  which  exists  to-day.  If  God,  in  the 
past,  has  revealed  Himself  to  man,  we  see  no  reason 
why  that  revealing  power  should  be  discontinued  ;  for 
darkness  and  unbelief  increase  in  proportion  as  the  time 
is  long  between  the  last  revealment  and  it's  continuation. 
The  evil  power,  or  '  The  angels  which  kept  not  their 
first  estate,  "  are  ever  ready  to  grasp  such  opportunities: 
they  know  that  it  is  by  the  revealing  of  God's  truths 
and  their  final  establishment  that  their  dissolution  will 
come.  With  such  we  have  nothing  to  do  ;  but  it  is  to 
the  heirs  of  the  promises  of  God  and  the  chosen  in 
Christ  that  we  publish  these  pages  for  their  perusal  and 
reflection,  that  thereby  their  perceptions  may  be  quick- 
ened with  that  spiritual  life  necessary  for  the  restoration 
of  Israel.  Although  silence  has  seemingly  prevailed,  the 
truths  are  alive,  and  will  continue  to  live  until  and  after 
they  have  wrought  that  change  in  the  spiritual  Israel  for 

which  they  were  intended. 

James  Dove. 

528  Eighteenth  street,  S.   F.,  Cal. 


PRE-  EXISTENCE 


It  is  evident  by  all  that  has  been  revealed,  both  past 
and  present,  that  man  had  a  spiritual  existence  previous 
to  his  appearance  in  mortality.  The  mortal  estate 
through  which  he  is  now  passing,  is  a  second  condition 
of  his  existence,  preparat©ry  to  his  eternal  existence  in  a 
state  of  superior  knowledge  and  power.  In  this  pre- 
existent  state  he  solved  the  problem  of  his  immortality. 

The  possibility  of  man's  pre-existence  may  seem  in- 
credible ;  but  when  we  examine  the  scriptures,  we  find 
in  them  many  passages  which  are  evidences  of  it's  truth 
and  adaptability  to  the  divine  plan.  In  the  9th  chap- 
ter of  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Romans,  we  find  this  doc- 
trine of  pre-ordination  clearly  defined.  In  the  nth 
verse  it  says,  "  For  the  children  being  not  yet  born, 
neither  having  done  any  good  or  evil,  that  the  purposes 
of  God  according  to  election  might  stand,  not  of  works 
but  of  Him  that  calleth,  It  was  said  unto  her.  The 
elder  shall  serve  the  younger.  As  it  is  written,  Jacob 
have  I  loved,  but  Esau  have  I  hated."  Jesus  was  the 
great  representative  of  this  fundamental  truth.  For  He 
came  from  the  Father,  was  born  of  woman,  passed 
through  the   conditions    of  childhood    and   youth,    and 
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manifested  Himself  as  a  man  unto  men.  In  His  prayer 
to  the  Father  concerning  the  apostles,  He  says,  "  I  have 
manifested  thy  name  unto  the  men  which  thou  gavest 
me  out  of  the  world  :  thine  they  were,  and  thou  gavest 
them  me ;  and  they  have  kept  thy  word."  These  in- 
dividvals  had  come  upon  this  earth  to  accomplish  that 
mission.  In  Ephesians  i:  n,  Paul  says,  "In  whom 
also  we  have  obtained  an  inheritance,  b-ing  predestin- 
ated acccording  to  the  purpose  of  him  who  worketh  all 
things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will."  Jude  in  speak- 
ing of  "the  angels  which  kept  not  their  first  estate,"  says 
that  they  have  "  men's  persons  in  admiration  because  of 
advantage." 

There  exists  in  the  minds  of  most  Christians  the  idea 
that  our  final  redemption  or  dissolution  depends  upon 
our  actions  while  in  mortality.  We  believe  that  our  re- 
wards and  punishments  will  be  in  accordance  with  our 
actions  during  this  existence.  Is  it  not  unreasonable  to 
suppose  that  an  Alwise  Father  would  send  us  amid  these 
scenes  of  confusion  and  strife  to  work  out  such  great 
results  ?  It  seems  contrary  to  divine  attributes  ;  for  the 
Lord  has,  and  wiil  continue  to  furmsh  conditions  neces- 
sary to  the  work  required. 

All  passages  of  scripture  touching  upon  the  dissolution 
of  the  wicked,  is  applicable  to  those  who  have  the  seeds 
of  death  sown  in  them.  The  law  was  made  for  the  law 
less.     All  scripture  concerning  rewards  and  punishments 
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is  intended  for  "  those  whom  the  Lord  loveth  but  chast- 
eneth."  Condemnation  comes  in  proportion  to  our 
knowledge  ;  rewards  according  to  our  faith  and  good 
works.  Our  final  dissolution  or  redemption  was  solved 
in  the  first  estate,  when  we  had  the  choice  of  accept 
ing  or  rejecting  the  divine  plan,  or  scource  of  all  light 
knowledge.  To  reject  this  authority  constitutes  the  sin 
against  the  Holy  Ghost,  which  sin  will  not  be  forgiven, 
neither  in  this  world  or  that  which  is  to  come.  All 
those  who  were  loyal  in  this  estate  have  their  names 
written  in  the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life  ;  for  these  Christ 
came  to  bring  life  and  immortality,  and  also  to  remove 
the  sin  which  was  entailed  upon  tnem  through  the  fall. 
'I 'he  cause  of  evil  in  this  world  may  be  traced  beyond 
mortality.  This  mortal  earth  that  we  inhabit  was,  seven 
thousand  years  ago,  in  it's  first  or  spiritual  estate.  The 
first  born  son  of  Adam,  in  his  first  or  spiritual  estate, 
ruled  over  his  father's  earth,  and  had  ruled  for  thous- 
ands of  years.  There  were  144,000  first  born  sons. 
The  first  born  of  this  144,000,  in  spirit,  is  Abel  in  a 
mortal  estate.  He  was  his  father's  first  born  son  in 
spirit,  therefore  he  presided  over  his  father's  earth.  The 
father  informed  his  sons  that  a  change  was  about  to 
take  place,  and  that  they  had  to  go  on  a  mortil  earth. 
The  second  born  sons  commenced  to  make  enquiry  of 
their  father  whether  it  was  not  time  that  they  should  con- 
trol in  a  mortal  estate.     Cain,  who  was  the  second  born 
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son  of  Adam  in  spirit,  de  :lareJ  that  he  could  not  abide 
a  law  which  gave  the  power  to  cantrol  to  the  first  born 
son  who  had  ruled  in  his  spiritual  estate,  and  that  he 
did  not  consider  it  justice  for  Abel  and  his  bretheren  to 
preside  continually.  Therefore,  Cain  and  one  third  of 
his  brothers  and  sisters,  rebelled  against  father  Adam's 
counsel,  for  they  did  not  consider  it  reasonable,  as 
thereby  their  prospect  for  holding  office  was  deferred  for 
a  very  long  season.  The  material  of  which  the  second 
b  jrn  sons  were  composed,  was  of  that  nature  that  they 
had  not  patience  to  abide  eternal  law. 

According  to  eternal  law,  the  devil,  being  the  second 
born  son  claims  the  right  to  lead  off  in  the  second  es- 
tate, which  is  mortality.  He  did  lead  off  sometime  be- 
fore Adam  came  to  the  earth  in  a  mortal  estate.  Father 
Adam,  in  his  spiritual  estate,  had  entered  into  a  cove- 
nant with  him,  and  said  :  "  Now,  my  son,  seeing  that 
you  have  revolted  against  me  and  my  government,  and 
prefer  a  government  of  your  own,  in  opposition  to  mine, 
and  that  of  my  first  born  son,  who  rules  in  the  first  estate, 
it  shall  come  to  pass,  that  if  you  conquer  me  and  'my 
prophets,  you  shall  hold  the  world  in  your  grasp  ;  but  if 
I  conquer  you,  you  shall  endure  both  the  first  and  the 
second  death."  Cain  and  his  bretheren  accepted  the 
terms,  and  they  were  then  permitted  to  come  into  mor- 
tality, and  to  a  great  extent  posses  the  goods  and  power 
of  this  world  as  it  is  now.      So  that  this  world  instead  of 
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being  in  a  state  of  loyal  obedience,  which  is  happiness, 
is  in  state  of  rebellious  disobedience,  and  the  devil 
rules.  Those  who  have  voluntarily  seperated  them- 
selves from  the  fountain  cf  life  and  eternal  law,  become, 
after  awhile,  like  so  much  dead  matter,  and  lose  the  pos- 
sibility of  immortality,  and  this  by  their  own  act  and 
choice.  This  class  is  represented  in  mortal  by  Judas, 
the  one  who  carried  the  bag  and  bertrayed  Christ.  For 
Christ  says,  "  I  have  chosen  you  twelve  and  one  of  you 
is  a  devil.''  We  have  no  account  of  Judas  having  done 
anything  remarkably  malicious  in  his  mortal  tabernacle 
previous  to  being  chosen  as  an  apostle.  The  case  of  Esau 
was  a  similar  one  Many  more  belonging  to  this  same 
order  have  made  their  appearance  in  every  age  of  the 
world.  Such  individuals  are  the  tares  growing  up 
among  the  .wheat  until  the  time  of  the  harvest.  The 
reason  that  Judas  was  chosen  as  an  apostle,  was  on  ac- 
count of  this  class  of  individuals  having  certain  rights 
and  privileges  during  the  gentile  dispensation.  When 
Jesus  was  tempted  concerning  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world,  He  did  not  question  Satan's  authority;  but 
said,  "  Get  thee  hence,  Satan  ;  for  it  is  written,  Thou 
shalt  worship  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt 
thou  serve."  "Michael,  the  archangel,  when  contending 
with  the  devil,  he  disputed  about  the  body  of  Moses, 
durst  not  bring  a  railing  accusation,  but  said,  The  Lord 
rebuke  thee."     Jesus  says,    "  The  prince    of  this    world 
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cometh  and  findeth    nothing  in   me."     Throughout    the 
scriptures  his  influence  and  power  is  acknowledged. 

The  following,  upon  this  subject,  are  instructions 
given  by  Joseph  Morris  : 

Mercy  :  The  prize  of  the  law  abiding  and  obedient. 

Justice  :  The  claim  of  the  lawless  and  disobedient. 

Judgment  :  The  reward  of  lawlessness  and  disobedi- 
ence. 

"These  tl-nee  principles  are  fixed  and  eternal,  and 
were  instituted  to  meet  the  conditions  of  the  race  of 
mankind.  They  originated  in  the  first  council  of  the 
Gods,  and  represent  the  grand  and  matchless  govern- 
ment of  the  Gods. 

Mercy  stands  first,  because  it  existed  first.  It  is  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  first  God,  and  also  of  the  Eternal  Fa- 
ther, and  is  therefore  pre  eminent.  It  claims  all  who 
kept  their  first  estate. 

Justice  was  instituted  where  rebellion  took  place,  and 
it  claims  all  those  who  rebelled — all  those  who  did  not 
keep  their  first  estate.  It  is  a  representation  of  the 
second  God,  and  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  will  judge  the 
world.  His  first  mission  to  the  earth  was  to  accomp 
lish  the  Father's  will,  and  to  bring  mercy  to  Abraham  s 
seed.  His  second  mission  will  be  to  stand  in  His  own 
office  as  the  executor  of  justice. 

Judgment  is  the  reward  of  the  lawless,  and  will  follow 
them  until  it  has    utterly    disorganized    them,  and    sent 


PRE  EXISTENCE.  I  I 

them  back  to  mingle  with  the  native  element  from  which 
they  were  taken.  It  is  a  representation  of  the  third 
God,  and  also  of  the  Holy  Ghosts,  who  will  execute  the 
judgments  decreed  upon  those  whom  justice  condemns." 

We  understand  by  these  instructions,  that  it  is  not  the 
wrath  of  God  that  destroys  the  wicked  ;  but  that  their 
destruction  comes  in  consequence  of  their  having  vio- 
lated law  and  order,  which  disinherits  them  from  im- 
mortal life.  Their  dissolution  will  be  previous  to  this 
earth  entering  a  celestial  estate. 

There  has  been  considerable  said  about  hell  and  ever- 
lasting punishment.  Punishments  are  everlasting,  be 
cause  mortal  earths  will  continue  to  come  into  existence 
and  pass  on  to  a  celestial  estate.  Every  mortal  earth 
will  have  it's  number  of  rebel  spirits,  who  will  be  de- 
stroyed as  those  will  be,  who,  at  the  present  time,  are 
our  tempters  ;  hence,  this  world  is  a  hell  to  the  heirs 
of  the  promises  of  God,  and  heaven  to  the  wicked.  But 
the  time  will  come  when  the  meek  shall  inherit  the 
earth.  As  Mahchi  says,  "  For,  behold  the  day  cometh 
that  shall  burn  as  an  oven  ;  and  all  the  proud,  yea,  and 
all  that  do  wickedly,  shall  be  stubble:  and  the  day  com- 
eth that  shall  burn  them  up  saith  the  Lord  of  Hosts, 
that  it  shall  leave  them  neither  root  nor  branch.  But 
unto  you  that  fear  my  name  shall  the  Sun  of  righteous- 
ness arise  with  healing  in  his  wings." 


SALVATION  and  REDEMPTION. 


When  Peter  preached  that  memorable  sermon,  when 
three  thousand  souls  were  pricked  to  the  heart,  they 
asked  what  they  should  do  to  be  saved,  he  answered. 
"  Repent  every  one.  of  you  and  be  baptized  in  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  remission  of  your  sins."  They 
had  already  believed,  and  we  expect  faith  brought  re- 
pentance, hence  they  were  prepared  for  baptism.  Then 
they  laid  hands  on  them  for  the  gift  of  the  Ho  y  f  .host. 
We  consider  that  no  man  can  be  saved  without  faith  in 
God,  and  repentance  of  his  sins.  Faith  and  works  must 
be  combined  ;  therefore,  water  baptism  is  essential,  as 
an  emblem  of  Christ's  death  and  ressurection.  Jesus 
said  to  Nicodemus,  "  Except  a  man  be  born  of  water 
and  of  the  spirit,  he  cannot  enter  into  the  kingdom  of 
God."  If  there  is  a  birth,  there  must  have  bean  a  con 
ception.  It  is  a  burial  in  the  water,  not  a  sprinkling  or 
pouring.  We  do  not  believe  that  their  is  any  efficacy  in 
the  water  alone  ;  but  it  is  the  obedience  of  the  person 
leading  him  to  do  the  will  of  God  that  saves  him. 
When  Jesus  put  clay  on  the  eyes  of  the  blind  man,  and 
sent  him  to  the  pool  of  Siloam  to  wash,  it  was  his  faith 
in    and  obedience  to  the  word   given    that    healed  him. 
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Naaman  was  healed  by  obedience  to    the  command    of 
Elijah. 

Conversion  does  not  constitute  a  remission  of  sirs. 
Before  our  sins  can  be  remitted  we  have  to  yield  obedi 
ence  to  the  ordinance  of  baptism.  The  importance  of 
this  ordinance  is  fully  illustrated  in  the  case  of  Paul. 
On  his  way  to  Damascus  he  had  been  converted  and 
convinced  by  the  power  of  God ;  but  after  all  this,  Ana- 
nias said  unto  him,  "  And  now  why  tarriest  thou?  arise, 
and  be  baptized  and  wash  away  thy  sins,  calling  on  the 
name  of  the  Lord."  Jesus  was  baptized  of  John  in  the 
Jordan,  to  acknowledge  John  as  a  servant  of  the  Lord, 
and  at  the  same  time  set  an  example  for  His  followers. 

All  the  principles,  doctrines  and  ordinances  given  by 
Jesus  and  his  apostles,  are  necessary  to  bring  us  into 
union  with  the  Father  and  the  Son.  Simeon  says, 
"  Mine  eyes  have  seen  thy  salvation,  which  thou  hast 
prepared  before  the  face  of  all  people;  A  light,  to  lighten 
the  Gentiles,  and  the  glory  of  thy  people  Israel."  It 
was  necessary  for  Peter  to  have  a  vision  concerning  this 
event,  to  show  the  right  of  the  gentiles  under  this  dis- 
pensation. Up  to  this  time,  the  apostles  had  been  in 
structed  to  go  into  the  cities  of  Israel  only.  For  four 
hundred  years  previous  to  the  coming  of  the  Savior,  the 
heavens  had  been  closed  against  Israel  ;  and  they  had, 
to  a  great  extent,  lost  their  spiritual  privileges.  During 
this  time  of  spiritual  darkness  a  great  many  of  the  rebel 
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class  had  been  born  among  the  families  of  Israel ;  hence 
Jesus  could  say,  "  Ye  are  of  your  father  the  devil,  and 
the  lusts  of  your  father  ye  will  do."  At  the  time  of  the 
crucifixion  they  could  respond,  "  His  blood  be  upon  us 
and  our  children.'1 

Christ  came  to  bring  life  to  those  who  were  loyal  in 
their  first  estate,  but  who  through  the  snares  of  the 
devil  are  subject  to  bondage.  How  beautiful  the  Sav 
ior's  words,  "Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  are  weary  and 
heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest."  Their  was  no 
rest  for  his  people  under  the  reign  of  the  enemy,  and 
it  is  evident  that  they  will  not  obtain  rest  until  He 
comes  as  their  Redeemer  ;  at  this  time,  He  will  "finish 
transgression,  make  an  end  of  sin,  and  bring  in  ever 
lasting  righteousness." 

During  the  two  thousand  years  that  have  nearly  elaps- 
ed, since  the  baptism  of  John  in  the  Jordan,  a  universal 
salvation  has  been  preached.  Jesus  said,  "  And  this 
gospel  of  the  kingdom  shall  be  preached  in  all  the 
world  for  a  witness  unto  all  nations  ;  then  shall  the  end 
come."  This  is  to  be  the  final  message  to  the  gentile 
world.  Then  is  ushered  in  the  gospel  of  redemption. 
All  the  arguments  made  by  Paul  and  the  apostles  show 
that  Israel  had  the  pre  eminence.  Paul  said,  "  If  the 
fall  of  them  be  the  riches  of  the  world,  and  the  dimin 
ishing  of  of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles  ;  how  much 
more  their  fulness?  "     Again,  "  For  if  the   casting   away 
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of  them  be  the  reconciling  of  the  world,  what  shall  the 
receiving  of  them  be,  but  life  from  the  dead  ?  "  Israel 
at  that  time  had  not  received  the  blessings  that  had 
been  promised  to  their  forefathers  There  are  many 
passages  of  scripture  that  prove  that  the  time  will  come 
when  Israel  shall  be  redeemed  from  bondage.  When 
we  say  Israel,  we  do  not  mean  the  Jews.  They  are  only 
a  branch  of  the  great  tree  that  ramifies  among  all  na- 
tions not  totally  in  a  barbarous  condition.  Jesus  and 
His  ministers  have  to  perform  this  great  work  of  re- 
demption, which  shall  gather  the  scattered  Israel,  and 
bestow  upon  them  the  rights  and  privileges  according 
to  the  promises  mide  to  all  the  faithful  of  God's  servants 
from  the  time  of  Abraham  until  now. 

The  work  of  redemption  is  a  work  of  choice  ;  there- 
fore, they  are  only  chosen  vessels  who  are  meet  for  it. 
The  work  of  saivation  is  accomplished  by  the  power  of 
force.  "Compel  them  to  come  in  that  my  house  may 
be  filled.''  The  work  of  salvation  was,  "go  ye  : ':  the 
work  of  redemption  is,  "  come  ye "  The  difference 
between  salvation  and  redemption  may  be  illustrated  in 
the  following  manner :  If  I  apply  to  a  money  lender  for 
a  loan  on  a  pledge,  I  leave  my  pledge  in  the  hands  of 
the  money  lender ;  if  a  fire  takes  place,  it  may  be 
thrown  into  the  street ;  then  it  is  saved,  but  it  is  not 
redeemed.  Such  is  the  state  of  an  unredeemed,  sinful 
child  of  God.     When  we  are  redeemed  we  will  be    full/ 
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restored  to  our  original  condition  with  all  the  blessings 
appertaining  thereto.  Before  this  work  of  redemption 
is  accomplished,  the  revealing  pjw_-r  of  God  will  be 
made  manifest.  It  is  a  work  which  involves  the  com- 
bination of  all  spiritual  forces,  and  this  principle  ( the 
revealing  power )  is  the  mainspring  to  every  spiritual 
work.  It  commenced  in  the  Garden  of  Eden,  \vhen 
the  Lord  conversed  with  Adam.  It  was  made  manifest 
unto  Enoch,  Abraham,  Isaac,  Jacob  Moses,  and  all  the 
holy  prophets  up  to  the  time  of  Malichi.  It  revived 
again  with  John,  followed  by  the  meek  and  lowly  Jesus, 
who,  while  He  was  in  mortality,  bound  heaven  and  earth 
together  by  His  continuous  intimacy  with  the  Father. 
He  fully  understood  then  that  there  would  be  a  period 
in  which  the  revealing  power  would  be  witheld  ;  for  He 
said,  '"  I  must  work  the  works  of  him  that  sent  me, 
while  it  is  day :  the  night  cometh,  when  no  man  can 
work."  John  ix :  4  He  said  to  Peter,  "  Flesh  and 
blood  hath  not  revealed  this  unto  thee,  but  my  Father 
which  is  in  heaven.''  He  fully  realized  the  importance 
of  man  being  in  constant  communication  with  the  Father. 
We  have  been  passing  through  the  night  of  spiritual 
darkness.  But  some  of  the  watchmen  of  the  Lord  have 
been  constantly  sounding  in  our  ears,  "  Jesus  and  His 
crucifixion."  This  has  kept  the  child  of  God  in  longing 
anticipation  of  a  future  happiness  and  joy,  which  will  be 
fully  realized;  but  before  that  time  comes,  the  cushioned 


SALVATION    AND    REDEMPTION.  1 7 

pews,  gilded  organs,  salaried  ministers,  paid  singers  and 
all  the  results  of  a  systematized,  theoretical  and  educa- 
tional religion  will  be  displaced  with  the  inspiration 
and  power  of  Almighty  God,  which  shall  make  itself 
manifest  as  it  did  on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  For  anyone 
to  imagine  that  GoJ  has  revealed  Himself  for  the  first 
and  last  time  unto  man,  and  that  that  which  was  revealed 
is  the  consummation  of  all  revealments,  is  simply  absurd. 
How  could  we  advance,  either  in  science  or  mechanism, 
if  those  outside  the  churches  were  as  conservative  as 
those  within  them  ?  Never  was  there  a  time  in  the 
history  of  the  world  when  the  spiritual  manifestations  of 
the  power  of  God  were  more  necessary  than  at  present, 
science  and  mechanism  are  developing  rapidly,  while 
the  substantial  and  lasting  truths  connected  with  our  im- 
mortal souls  lie  dormant.  Dormant,  because  we  have 
lost  our  Pauls  and  Peters— our  commissioned  officers  in 
the  army  of  God.  The  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the 
spiritual  life  that  was  imparted  to  the  old  time  saints, 
shall  again  be  revived,  and  the  morning  of  a  new  spirit 
ual  era  shall  usher  in  the  Gospel  of  Redemption. 


R  EINCARNATION. 


If  the  penalty  of  sin  be   mortal  death,  so  the  return 
ing  to   life   again  from  the  same  source  is  life  from  the 
dead. 

Jesus  said,  "  And  if  1  go  and  prepare  a  place  for  you, 
I  will  come  again,  and  receive  you  unto  myself;  that 
where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be  also."  If  Jesus  comes  to 
this  mortal  earth  to  receive  His  diciples,  it  must  certain- 
ly be  while  they  tabernacling  in  mortal  bodies  ;  in  other 
words,  going  through  the  last  of  many  successive  mortal 
probations.  Jesus  promised  the  apostles,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  regeneration,  that  is,  at  the  time  of  the  resti- 
tution of  all  things,  when  they  and  others  should  be  re- 
generated or  born  again,  that  they  should  '•  sit  upon 
twelve  thrones  judging  the  twelve  tribes  of  Israel." 
Matt,  xix:  28.  ['his  re  appearance  of  individuals  who 
have  had  several  existences  upon  .earth,  is  accomplished 
by  the  ordinary  methods  of  human  generation  ;  for  the 
mortal  is  only  phenomenal  or  apparent.  It  is  spirit 
alone  that  is  eternal  and  unchangeable.  The  churches 
have  spoken  of  this  doctrine  of  regeneration  or  being 
born  again,  as  a  change  of  heart.  A  change  of  heart  is 
only  a  change  from  a  former  course  to  some  other   line 
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of  action  that  has  been  adopted  by  the  individual 
through  faith  and  reliance  upon  the  word  of  God. 

In  being  baptized  we  enter  the  kingdom  ;  but  in  the 
regeneration  or  bein<  born  again  at  the  time  of  the  resti- 
tution of  all  things,  we  see  the  kingdom  and  enter  into 
its  fullness.  Job  said  "  For  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  at  the  latter  day  upon  the 
earth  ;  and  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this 
body,  yet  in  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God  :  whom  I  shall  see 
for  myself,  and  mine  eyes  shall  behold  and  not  another  ; 
though  my  reins  be  consumed  within  me."  It  is  gener- 
ally supposed  by  the  Christian  world  that  this  refers  to 
the  resurrection.  This  is  mistake,  for  Job  says  that  it 
will  be  in  the  latter  day. 

Such  a  resurrection  as  the  Christian  world  is  expect- 
ing will  never  take  place  ;  for  these  mortal  bodies  are 
under  the  dominion  of  death,  will  be  held  on  the  field 
of  death,  and  we  cannot  receive  them  again. 

All  the  years  bring  with  them  resurrections;  for  the 
flowers,  trees,  grass  and  the  vegetable  all  die  with  the 
winter,  all  revive  with  the  spiing.  So  nature  runs  her 
rounds  of  eternal  beauty,  and  rejoices  in  constant  resur- 
rections—life is  born  from  death,  and  life  in  its  turn 
only  sinks  in  death,  to  revive  again— ever  beautifnl  and 
blooming.  Is  man  only  to  have  on«  short  lesson  in  the 
constant  and  active  whirl  of  joyous  and  fresh  existences? 
His  experience  would  be  inadequate  for  the  purpose  for 
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which  he  was  intended,  if  limited  to  the  term  of  one  pro- 
bation or  existence  upon  earth.  The  intelligent  creat- 
ures of  God  appear  in  more  than  one  body  on  the  stage 
of  mortal  existence.  They  have  just  as  many  probations 
as  are  required  to  bring  them  to  the  position  that  their 
birthright  calls  for. 

Noah  and  his  three  sons  were  the  snme  individuals  in 
spirit  as  Adam,  Abel,  Cain  and  Seth.  These  were  the 
progenitors  of  Father  Abraham  in  a  direct  line.  He 
could  not  have  had  such  promises  made  unto  him  by 
celestial  messenger,  unless  he  had  been  the  father  of  the 
earth,  as  well  as  privileged  to  bear  the  glorious  title  of 
father  of  the  faithful  ;  hence,  Abraham  was  the  same 
spirit  as  Adam.  Seth  came  with  his  right  as  lawgiver  to 
this  earth.  He  opened  the  door  of  free  access  to  the 
heavens.  Seth  came  again  as  Shem,  to  follow  up  the 
righteous  preaching  of  his  father  Noah  ;  again  he  comes 
as  Moses,  the  great  lawgiver  to  Israel.  Then  he  appears 
as  Samuel,  the  judge  and  prophet  of  the  people  to  whom 
he  had  previously  given  laws.  Then  he  comes  as  Zer- 
rubabel  to  assist  Nehemiah  in  renewing  the  ordinances 
in  the  temple  of  the  Lord  in  the  dark  and  cloudy  day  of 
Israel's  decline.  His  celestial  brother,  Melchizedek, 
king  of  Salem,  king  of  peace,  had  the  privilege  of  bless- 
ing one  of  the  greatest  persons  connected  with  this 
earth,  even  Abraham,  on  account  of  his  priestly  power. 
Abraham  by  acknowledging  him,  set  an  example  to  pay 
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tithes  to  the  heavenly  messengers.  The  next  time  this 
individual  appears  on  the  stage  of  action,  is  on  a  most 
important  mission  ;  we  find  him  travelling  with  Moses 
and  the  children  of  Israel  through  the  wilderness. 
When  Moses  was  taken  up  to  Mount  Nebo,  the  mantle 
fell  on  Joshua,  for  he  was  the  great  high  priest  and  ad- 
ministrator in  the  Promise  Land  of  all  the  laws  which 
had  been  given  by  the  Lord  through  Moses,  and  while 
in  that  tabernacle  of  flesh  he  was  a  warrior  for  the  Lord, 
a  terror  to  his  enemies,  but  a  victorious  personage  for 
the  children  of  Israel. 

Without  doubt,  this  principle  of  regeneration  or  rein- 
carnation, was  better  understood  in  olden  time  than  it  is 
at  present;  for  when  Jesus  asked  the  question,  "Whom 
do  men  say  that  1  am  ?  "  they  answered,  "  John  the 
Baptist  :  but  some  say,  Elias  :  others,  One  of  the 
prophets."  This  shows  that  there  was  a  belief  existing 
among  the  people  that  the  spirit  could  tabernacle  in  one 
or  more  bodies.  Jesus  said  that  Elias  had  come  in  the 
person  of  John  the  Baptist.  Hence,  Elias  must  have 
had  a  spiritual  identity  or  individuality  previous  to  his 
appearance  as  the  forerunner  of  Jesus.  If  he  could 
come  to  perform  this  mission,  does  it  not  necessarily 
follow  that  his  spirit  can  inhabit  another  mortd  body? 

In  the  last  chapter  of  Malichi,  after  speaking  of  the 
destruction  of  the  wicked,  it  says,  "  Behold,  I  will  send 
you  Elijah  the  prophet  before  the  coming  of  the  great 
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and  dreadful  day  of  the  Lord."  Showing  that  Elijah 
will  come  in  the  latter  dispensation  to  "  turn  the  hearts 
of  the  fathers  to  the  children."  Some  have  an  idea  that 
this  event  will  transpire  when  Christ  comes.  This  can- 
not be,  as  Christ  will  come  to  the  general  assembly  of 
saints,  and  Elijah  will  come  previous  to  the  Savior's 
coming,  that  a  people  may  be  prepared  to  receive  Him. 

When  John  was  going  to  fall  down  and  worship  the 
angel  that  appeared  to  him  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos,  the 
angel  said,  "  See  thou  do  it  not,  for  I  am  thy  fellow 
servant,  and  of  thy  bretheren  the  prophets."  This 
shows  that  he  had  performed  a  mission  upon  this  earth 
in  a  mortal  body.  The  importance  of  this  principle  rests 
in  the  fact,  that  each  and  every  prominent  spirit  in  the 
work  of  God,  performs  several  missions ;  hence  the 
knowledge  that  they  manifest  while  engaged  in  the  work 
for  which  they  were  sent. 

This  principle  is  a  key  by  which  many  of  the  apparent 
mysteries  of  the  Bible  can  be  unfolded.  It  will  explain 
how  and  why  Jesus  was  the  root  and  offspring  of  David. 
Why  He  was  as  a  "  Lamb  slain  before  the  foundation  of 
the  world,"  and  many  other  sayings  which  are  found  in 
the  scriptures. 

There  is  eternal  progression  both  for  worlds  and  their 
inhabitants.  Worlds  during  the  course  of  their  mortal 
existence  pass  into  higher  conditions  ;  so  do  we  who  in- 
habit them  draw  nearer  to  the  celestial,  and  the  nearer 
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we  approach  the  celestial,  the  more  knowledge  and  intel 
ligence  do  we  receive  from  thence.  We  have  improve- 
ments in  art,  science,  and  mechanism  and  all  that  min- 
isters to  the  general  comfort  of  life  ;  such  as  were 
unknown  at  earlier  periods  of  the  world's  history. 
There  was  as  intelligent,  scientific  men  in  the  earlier 
ages,  but  the  time  for  these  developments  had  not  come 
according  to  the  law  of  progression.  It  is  expected  that 
every  mortal  earth  shall  receive  the  inventions,  arts  and 
sciences  though  those  master  minds  who  have  inhabited 
bodies  on  other  mortal  earths  that  have  preceeded  ours. 
The  great  amount  af  labor-saving  machinery  that  has 
been  introduced  into  every  department  of  late  years,  will 
be  for  the  benefit  of  God's  children  in  the  grand  Millen- 
nium. The  minerals  of  the  earth  have  been  developed 
at  a  great  expenditure  of  toil  and  strength  by  the  coarser 
material,  that  the  finer  material,  in  the  generations  to 
come,  may  have  the  opportunity  of  working  in  other 
departments  of  life  and  action  ;  so  that  the  blessings 
spoken  of  by  the  prophets,  may  be  brought  from  heaven 
to  man. 

If  it  was  intended  that  the  mortal  sphere  through 
which  we  are  now  passing,  vas  an  ordeal  through  which 
we  all  should  pass,  what  becomes  of  the  children  that 
die  in  their  infancy?  Will  these  children  who  come  in- 
to this  world  and  stay  but  a  short  time  before  they  are 
taken  away  by  the  destroyer,  (death)  have  no    further 
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privilege  of  gaining  experience  and  their  exaltation  ?  We 
answer,  certainly  they  will.  They  will  come  again  to 
pass  through  experiences  in  manhood  and  womanhood, 
so  that  they  may  prepare  for  the  first  resurrection  ;  and 
by  this  means  the  blessings  of  God  can  be  bestowed  up- 
on all  the  heirs  of  salvation. 

The  transmigration  of  the  soul  is  a  principle  that  has 
no  connection  whatever  with  reincarnation  or  regenera- 
tion. Transmigration  admits  of  the  spirit  of  one  indi- 
vidual entering  that  of  another ;  while  in  reincarnation, 
the  spirit  that  has  inhabited  a  body,  leaves  it  at  the  time 
of  death,  and  comes  again  in  another  body  with  an  or- 
ganism and  mentality  suited  to  its  capacity.  So  that, 
should  an  heir  to  the  promises  of  God  fail  to  accomplish 
his  mission,  instead  of  being  met  with  "Well  done,  good 
and  faithful  servant;  "  it  will  be,  "  Return  my  son,  finish 
your  mission,  and  prepare  for  the  joy  that  is  in  store  for 
you  :'  Hence,  it  can  be  said,  that  baptism  and  ah  the 
ordinances  connected  with  the  Lord's  work  are  necessary 
for  our  redemption,  as  every  heir  of  salvation  will,  ulti- 
mately, yield  obedience  to  all  these  ordinances,  either  in 
one  probation  or  another  ;  and  thus  every  portion  of  the 
law  of  God  will  be  fulfilled. 
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An  article  written  by  Joseph  Morris,  concerning  the 
resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ.  Showing  that  He  re- 
ceived a  resurrection  contrary  to  the  natural  process, 
in  order  that  He  might  convince  the  whole  house  of 
Israel  that  He  was  the  true  Messiah,  and  that  He 
held  the  keys  of  the  resurrection,  and,  also,  showing 
the  reason  why  He  was  called  the  "  Only  begotten 
Son  of  the  Father.''  —The  order  of  the  first  resurrec- 
tion, and  also  of  the  whole  house  of  Israel. — The  res- 
urrection of  Lazarus. — The  nature  of  transfiguration — 
The  preservation  of  the  three  Hebrews  from  the 
flames — of  Daniel  while  in  the  lion's  den,  and  the 
power  possessed  by  holy  angels  over  fire  and  other 
elements. 

1.  The  resurrection  of  the  dead  is  a  birth— a  spirit- 
ual or  celestial  birth,  wherein  children  are  born  of  im- 
mortal parents  in  a  similar  manner  as,  in  their  second 
estate,  they  are  born  of  mortal  ones 

2.  It  may  be  asked  if  the  resurrection  of  the  dead  is 
brought  about  by  a  natural  process  :  why  did  Jesus  rise 
from  the  dead  on  the  third  day  with  the  same  body  that 
had  been  crucified?  The  peculiar  circumstances  at 
•tending  the  mission  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  the  duties  re- 
quired of  Him,  were  entirely  unlike  those  required  of  or 
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attending  any  of  the  sons  of  Adam  He  had  previously 
passed  through  a  mortal  estate,  and  had  been  resurrected 
in  connection  with  His  own  Father's  family;  but  none 
of  the  sons  of  Adam  have  even  yet  been  resurrected. 
Neither  his  birth,  his  death,  nor  his  resurrection  were  of 
the  general  order,  lie  left  his  resurrected  body  with  his 
Father,  and  took  another  body  on  this  earth,  adapted  to 
the  mission  which  he  had  to  fill.  This  body  was  not 
entirely  mortal— it  was  half  immortal,  being  begotten  by 
an  immortal  father  and  born  of  a  mortal  mother.  It 
was  begotten  by  the  first  Captain  of  the  Lord's  host, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  do  that  for  him  (Jesus)  which  he 
could  not  do  for  himself,  and  to  provide  such  a  body  for 
him  as  his  mission  required. 

3.  As  the  Eternal  Father  begat  His  first  born  son, 
Jesus  Christ,  both  in  the  first  and  second  estates,  so,  al- 
so He  begat  him,  and  of  His  sons,  him  only,  in  the 
third  estate.  Hence,  as  He  did  not  beget  any  other  ex- 
cept him  in  the  third  estate,  it  is  truly  said  of  him  that 
"  He  is  the  only  begotten  Son  of  the  Father."  Adam  is 
a  high  priest  who  is  next  in  authority  to  the  Eternal  Fa- 
ther, and  when  he  assisted  the  Father  in  the  resurrection 
of  his  posterity,  he  begat  the  Eternal  Father's  second 
first  born  son,  who  is  by  birthright  the  first  Captain  of 
the  Lord's  host,  and  who  is  spoken  of  by  John  the  Rev 
elator  as  riding  upon  a  black  horse.  Being  the  next  first 
born  son  to  Jesus  Christ,  he  is,  also,  the  next  to  him   in 
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authority,  and  is  constantly  associated  with    him,    acting 
as  his  counsellor  and  forerunner. 

4.  The  mission  of  Jesus  Christ  is  of  a  two-fold  nature, 
consisting,  firstly,  of  the  office  of  Savior,  and,  secondly, 
cf  the  office  of  Mediator,  to  fill  which  offices,  he  needed, 
also,  a  body  of  a  two  fold  nature. 

5.  Bis  mission  as  Savior  required  him  to  have  a 
body  partly  mortal,  and  to  die  upon  a  cross,  and,  by  ris 
ing  from  the  dead  on  the  third  day  to  break  the  bands 
of  death,  and  overcome  its  power.  In  order  to  do  this 
the  seeds  of  immortality  were  sown  in  his  body,  conse- 
quently death  could  not  hold  him.  He  held  the  power 
of  the  resurrection  within  himself,  and,  also,  fhe  keys  of 
the  recurrection  to  Adam's  posterity  •  therefore,  he  said. 
"  I  am  the  resurrection  and  the  life — I  have  the  power 
to  lay  down  my  life  and  to  take  it  up  again." 

6.  His  mission  as  Mediator  repuires  him  to  be  pres- 
ent, alternately,  with  his  Father  in  heaven,  and  with  his 
servants  upon  the  earth  ;  and,  as  "  mortality  cannot  in- 
herit immortality  ;  "  or  in  other  words,  "  mortal  beings 
cannot  enter  a  celestial  world,"  it  was  necessary  for  him 
to  have  a  body  partly  immortal,  so  that  he  might  be  able 
to  enter  the  Father's  presence.  And  it  was  necessary 
also,  for  him  to  have  and  to  retain  his  ciueified  body,  in 
order  that  he  might  show  to  scattered  Israel  the  marks 
of  his  wounds;  and  by  so  doing  convince  them  that  he 
was  the  true  Messiah      To  portions  of  them,  he   has.    at 
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different  times  done  this  since  his  visit  to  the  spirits  in 
prison.  He  first  appeared  to  the  apostles  at  Jerusalem, 
and  afterwards  to  the  apostles  of  the  Nephites  on  the 
American  Continent.  He  has  also  visited  other  portions 
of  the  house  of  Israel,  and  will  finally  visit  the  Jews  at 
Jerusalem,  who  will  be  the  last  people  to  be  convinced 
ot  the  truth  of  his  mission.  At  that  time  he  will  stand 
upon  the  Mount  of  Olives,  and  the  Jews,  who  will  have 
gathered  to  that  place  in  unbelief,  will  look  upon  him 
whom  their  forefathers  pierced,  and  as  they  examine  the 
prints  of  the  nails  in  his  hands  and  the  mark  of  the  spear 
in  his  side,  they  will  be  overcome  by  a  spirit  of  wonder 
and  of  deep  humility,  while  the  power  of  God  will  ir- 
resistably  seal  conviction  upon  their  minds  that  the  low- 
ly and  rejected  Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  indeed  the  King  of 
the  Jews  —  their  long  looked  for,  and  at  last,  welcome 
Messiah. 

7.  Jesus  was  a  stumblingstone  to  the  Jews;  hence, 
he  said,  "  Whosoever  shall  fall  upon  this  stone  shall  be 
broken  ;  but  on  whomsoever  this  stone  shall  fall,  it  <-hall 
grind  them  to  powder."  The  Jews  thought  that  when 
the  Messiah  appeared  he  would  come  as  a  mighty  deliv- 
erer to  establish  them  forever  ;  but  they  were  mistaken. 
He  was  born  of  humble  parents,  and  instead  of  estab- 
lishing himself  as  their  king  and  deliverer,  he  was  led 
like  a  lamb  to  the  slaughter,  and  was  crutified.  They, 
consequently  stumbled  over  him,  and  were   broken   and 
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scattered  among  all  nations — their  hopes  were  blasted — 
their  enemies  fell  upon  them,  and  drove  them  from  their 
own  lands,  and  took  possession  of  them  ;  and  Jerusalem, 
their  Holy  City,  has  been  trodden  under  the  feet  of  the 
Gentiles  until  the  present  day.  But  they  will  return,  re- 
build their  city,  and  possess  their  own  lands  ;  for  this 
promise  has  been  made  unto  them,  and  they  will  gather 
in  unbelief. 

8.  Although  they  were  mistaken  in  supposing  that 
the  Messiah  was  coming  as  their  deliverer  in  the  first 
place  ;  yet  when  he  comes  the  second  time  their  hopes 
will  be  realized;  for  he  will  then  be  their  Deliverer — he 
will  destroy  their  enemies  from  before  them,  and  they 
will  no  more  be  driven  from  their  own  lands. 

9.  When  he  shall  have  convinced  them  he  will  have 
convinced  all  the  world  that  he  is  their  Redeemer,  and 
that  he  holds  the  keys  of  the  resurrection  to  Adam's 
posterity. 

10.  The  objects  for  which  his  crucified  body  is  re- 
tained, will  then  have  been  accomplished ;  he  will  then 
abandon  it,  and  return  to  that  body  which  he  obtained 
by  a  natural  process  from  his  immortal  parents  in  his 
third  estate. 

11.  Concerning  the  resurrection  of  Adam's  posterity, 
Ezekel  informs  us  that  he  saw  a  vision,  and  that  in  that 
vision  he  saw  a  valley  filled  with  dry  bones— that  the 
bones  came  together,  bone   to  its  bone — that    flesh   and 
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skin  came  upon  and  covered  them,  and  that  they  stood 
upon  their  feet  an  exceeding  great  army.  What  are  we 
to  understand  by  this  vision  ?  That  it  is  a  figure  repre- 
senting the  resurrection  of  the  whole  house  of  Israel  of 
whom  none  will  be  lost.  They  are  the  elect  of  God — 
the  heirs  of  salvation — the  sheep  spoken  of  by  the  Sav- 
ior, for  whom  he  suffered  his  blood  to  be  shed,  that 
through  his  death  and  sufferings  they  might  receive  a 
glorious  resurrection,  and  enter  into  a  fullness  of  joy. 

12.  The  heirs  of  salvation  will  be  resurrected  in 
their  own  order,  according  to  their  birthright,  or  the 
right  they  hold  to  be  born  in  a  celestial  estate,  in  the 
same  order  as  that  in  which  they  were  born  in  their  first 
or  spiritual  estate. 

13.  The  resurrection  will  be  commenced  by  one 
hundred  and  forty  four  thousand  high  priests,  including 
and  headed  by  Father  Adam,  who,  accompanied  by 
their  celestial  wives,  will  be  assembled  on  Mount  Zion 
for  that  purpose.  Father  Adam  has  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  thousand  first  born  sons,  and  the  same  num- 
ber of  first  born  daughters;  of  whom,  in  the  resurrection, 
he  will  beget  his  first  born  son  and  his  first  born  daughter 
only.  The  second  first  born  son  and  his  wife,  and  the 
second  first  born  daughter  of  Adam,  will  be  begotten  by 
Moses,  who  is  the  high  priest  next  in  authority  to  Adam, 
and  who  will  take  his  second  first  born  daughter  to  wife ; 
and  this  order  will  continue  until  all  of  Adam's  first  born 
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have  been  resurrected  ;  their's  Will  Constitute  the  first 
resurrection.  The  first  born  sons  of  Adam  will  then, 
with  their  wives,  hold  the  keys  of  the  second  resurrec- 
tion, in  consequence  of  their  having  power  to  beget  im 
mortal  bodies.  They  will,  then,  in  the  same  order  as 
that  in  which  the  first  born  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam 
were  resurrected,  beget  one  hundred  and  forty-four  thou- 
sand of  the  sons  of  Adam  and  their  wives,  whose  birth- 
right is  next  to  their  own.  Those  of  the  second  resur- 
rection will  then  hold  the  keys  of  the  third  resurrection, 
and  beget  one  hundred  and  forty  four  thousand  more  of 
the  sons  of  Adam  and  their  wives,  who  will  hold  the 
keys  of  the  fourth  resurrection.  This  order  will  be  con 
tinued  until  all  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of  Adam,  who 
kept  their  first  estate,  shall  have  been  resurrected. 

14.  The  mode  and  order  of  the  resurrection  in  every 
world  are  the  same. 

15.  In  Adam's  family,  John  the  Baptist  fills  the 
office  of  counsellor  and  forerunner  to  his  elder  brother 
Abel,  who  will  be  the  Savior  to  the  world  that  Will  suc- 
ceed this  in  a  state  of  mortality.  It  is  an  eternal  princi- 
ple that  in  every  World,  the  younger  act  as  counsellors 
and  forerunners  to  the  elder,  Who  are  next  above  them 
by  birthright.  Thus  Elias  (or  Enos,)  acts  as  counsellor 
and  forerunner  to  Moses  (or  Seth,)  and  restores  that 
priesth  >  >d  in  part  which  Moses  restores  to  it's  fullness. 
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i6,  Concerning  the  resurrection  ot  Lazarus,  it  is 
asked  :  By  what  power  Was  he  raised,  and  what  was  the 
nature  of  his  resurrection  ?  His  mortal  body  had  not 
decayed,  and  Jesus  holding  the  power  of  the  holy  priest- 
hood, called  the  spirit  back  to  the  dead  body,  and  by 
this  means  quickened  it  a^iin.  It  was  not  changed  to  a 
celestial  body,  but  remained  what  it  was  before-^a  mor- 
tal body  subject  to  death. 

17.  We  have  heard  of  cases  Where  individuals  have 
been  in  a  trance  :  in  such  cases  the  spirit  sometimes 
leaves  the  body  for  several  days,  and  then  returns  to  it 
again.  The  case  of  Lazarus  Was  a  very  similar  to  that  of 
a  trance ;  his  spirit  returned  to  his  body  before  it  had 
commenced  to  decompose. 

18.  In  connection  with  the  above  how  shall  we  un 
derstand  the  statement  found  in  the  Bible  that  Elijah 
took  his  mortal  body  to  heaven  ?  We  have  simply  to 
say  that  that  statement  is  not  true.  He  did  not  take  his 
mortal  body  to  heaven — he  left  it  before  he  arrived 
there. 

19.  What  is  transfiguration  ?  It  is  a  state  of  being 
Wherein  a  mortal  man  is  enveloped  in  a  holy  influence, 
consequent  upon  a  visitation  from  the  Lord  or  his  holy 
angels,  by  Which  he  becomes  spiritually  minded,  and  can 
behold  the  face  of  God  or  celestial  beings,  whose  faces, 
Without  such  change,  he  could  not  behold ;  as  God,  holy 
angels  and  the  things   of  God  are  spiritually  discerned. 
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Prophets  undergo  this  change  for  special  purposes  ;  as 
in  the  case  of  Moses,  to  whom  the  Lord  appeared  on 
the  Mount,  and  in  whose  presence  he  wrote  upon  the 
tables  of  stone  with  his  finger. 

20.  As  concerning  miracles,  we  read  that  many  have 
been  performed  upon  the  earth  ;  such,  for  instance,  as 
the  preservation  of  the  three  Hebrews,  who,  though  cast 
into  a  fiery  furnace  heated  seven  times  more  than  it  was 
wont  to  be  heated,  remained  uninjured  ;  and  of  Daniel, 
who  was  preserved  from  the  ravenous  grasp  of  lions 
when  cast  into  their  den. 

21  Both  the  Hebrews  and  Paniel  were  preserved 
by  the  holy  angels,  between  whom  and  mortal  beings 
there  is  a  material  difference.  The  angels  of  the  Lord 
have  power  over  the  elements  of  fire,  the  ferociousness 
of  wild  animals,  and  other  destructive  influences  to 
which  mortals  are  subject.  Understanding  the  dangers 
to  which  mortals  are  exposed,  and  possessing  the  power 
to  deliver  them  therefrom,  they  are  appointed  to  minis- 
ter to  beings  in  mortality,  to  direct  their  footsteps,  and 
preserve  them  from  destruction ;  in  filling  which  appoint- 
ment, they  have  wrought  those  many  wonders,  called 
mircles,  an  account  of  which  we  find  on  record. 

22.  The  Lord  reveals  Himself  to  whomsoever  He 
will,  and  His  gifts  and  callings  are  unto  none  but  those 
who  are  heirs  to  them. 


A  BRIEF  SYNOPSIS  OF  OUR  FAITH. 


OF    GOD. 

i.  We  believe  in  an  alwise,  eternal  God,  Father  of 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Savior  and  Redeemer.  A  God  in- 
finite in  perfection  and  glory  ;  who  dwells  in  a  celestial 
world  ;  has  a  glorified  body ;  infinite  in  being  by  the 
agency  of  His  holy  angels.  That  He  has  attained  this 
fullness  of  perfection  through  long  experience  in  spirit- 
ual, mortal  and  celestial  worlds  that  have  preceded  the 
celestial  world  which  He  governs  and  controls.  That 
in  the  celestial  sphere  there  are  Gods  of  equal  glory  and 
power ;  but  none  other  than  the  Father  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  mortal  beings  required  to  worship. 

In  proof  of  the  preceding,  concerning  the  personality 
of  God,  we  refer  to  the  following  passages  of  the  Holy 
Writ  : 

Exod.  xxxiii  :  22,  23.  And  it  shall  come  to  pass,  that 
while  my  glory  passeth  by,  that  I  will  put  thee  in  the 
cleft  of  the  rock,  and  will  cover  thee  with  my  hand 
while  I  pass  by  :  And  1  will  take  away  mine  hand,  and 
thou  shalt  see  my  back  parts  ;  but  my  face  shall  not  be 
seen. 

Gen.  iii:  22.  And  the  Lord  God  said,  Behold,  the 
man  has  become  as  one  of  us,  to  know  good  and  evil. 

Gen.  i:  26.     And  God  said,  Let  us  make  man   in  our 
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image,  after  our  likeness. 

Gen.  v:  i.  This  is  the  book  of  the  generations  of 
Adam.  In  the  day  that  God  created  man,  in  the  like- 
ness of  God  made  he  him. 

Gen.  xviii:  21.  I  will  go  down  now  and  see  whether 
they  have  done  altogether  according  to  the  cry  of  it;  and 
if  not,  I  will  know. 

Heb.  i:  3  Who  being  the  brightness  of  his  glory, 
and  the  express  image  ol  his  person,  and  upholding  all 
things  by  the  word  of  his  power,  when  he  had  by  him- 
sell  purged  our  sins,  sat  down  on  the  right  hand  of  the 
Majesty  on  high. 

OF    A    SAVIOR    AND    REDEEMER. 

2.  We  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  was  the  Son  of  God, 
and  that  He  ^ame  to  this  mortal  earth  and  was  clothed 
with  a  body  that  was  prepared  for  the  mission  which  He 
had  to  accomplish,  namely,  to  die  upon  a  cross  for  the 
salvation  of  Adam's  posterity  :  that  He  was  crucified, 
rose  again  on  the  third,  burst  the  barriers  of  the  tomb, 
and  was  the  first  fruits  of  the  resurrection  appertaining 
to  this  earth  ;  and  that  He  will  finally  come  as  the  Re- 
deemer of  all  those  whose  names  are  found  written  in 
the  Lamb's  Book  of  Life. 

OF    HOLY    GHOSTS. 

3.  We  believe  that  the  holy  ghosts  are  the  angels  of 
God;  the  sustaining  power  that  upholds  and  controls 
those  persons  who  submit  to  their  promptings.  That 
they  are  one  with  the  God  ;  the  power  being  with  them, 
but  the  authority  invested  in  the  Father: 
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OK    THE    GOSPEL. 

4.  We  believe  in  the  first  four  principles  of  the  Gos- 
pel of  Jesus  Christ,  namely,  faith,  repentance,  baptism 
and  laying  on  of  hands  for  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
A  living,  abiding  faith  that  moves  to  action;  a  repent- 
ance that  ceases  to  do  evil  and  strives  to  do  well; 
a  baptism  that  remits  sins,  and  a  Holy  Ghost  that  in- 
structs governs  and  controls  as  long  as  the  person  lives 
in  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  God's  law;  and  that 
these  ordinances  should  be  administered  by  those  min- 
isters who  are  called  of  God  as  was  Aaron. 

ok  Christ's  mission. 

5.  We  believe  that  during  the  time  between  Christ's 
burial  and  resurrection,  that  "  He  went  to  preach  to  the 
spirits  in  prison;  which  sometime  were  disobedient,  when 
once  the  longsuffering  of  God  waited  in  the  days  of 
Noah,  while  the  ark  was  a  preparing,  wherein  few,  that 
is,  eight  souls  were  saved  by  water."  I  Peter  iii:  19,  20. 
That  by  performing  this  mission  the  prophecy  of  Isaiah 
concerning  Him  was  fulfilled.  It  says,  "  The  spirit  of 
the  Lord  God  is  upon  me;  because  he  hath  annointed 
me  to  preach  good  tidings  unto  the  meek;  he  hath  sent 
me  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearted,  to  proclaim  liberty  to 
the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  prison  to  them  that 
are  bound."  Isa.  lxi:  1.  They  had  been  bound  by  the 
law,  but  mercy  opened  the  door,  and  these  spirits  were 
permitted  to  come  into  mortality  to  hear  the  gospel. 
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OF    PROGRESSION. 

6.  We  believe  in  the  progression  of  man  and  worlds 
from  a  spiritual  estate,  through  a  mortal  estate,  unto  a 
celestial  estate.  That  each  world  passes  through  this 
mode  of  progression,  successively,  in  its  own  order. 

OF    REGENERATION. 

7.  We  believe  that  spirits  have  the  privilege  of  taber- 
nacling in  one  or  more  bodies,  according  their  birth- 
right and  the  missions  they  have  to  accomplish. 

OF    REVELATION, 

8.  We  believe  that  the  revealment  of  God's  will  is  as 
as  necessary  at  the  present  time  as  it  was  at  any  period 
of  the  world's  history;  and  that  the  Lord  will  raise  up 
men  like  unto  Moses,  who  will  lead  the  spiritual  Israel 
as  Moses  did  the  temporal. 

OF   THE    MILLENNIUM. 

9.  We  believe  that  there  will  be  one  thousand  years 
millennium,  during  which  time  Christ  will  reign  as  King 
of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords;  and  that  this  period  as  well 
as  being  the  grand  rest  for  the  saints,  will  be  the  time 
set  apart  for  the  judgment  of  the  world,  when  the  twelve 
apostles  shall  "  sit  upon  twelve  thrones,  judging  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Israel.''  That  each  president  of  a  thou- 
sand years,  or  each  of  the  seven  angels,  will  open  the 
books  spoken  of  by  John  the    Revelator;    which  books 
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contain  an  account  of  the  persecutions  against  the  saints 
and  prophets  of  God  that  have  appeared  in  every  age  of 
the  wor  d.  and  these  records  of  the  misdeeds  of  those 
who  rebelled  in  their  first  estate,  will  seal  the  cup  of 
their  iniquity.  That  at  the  end  of  the  Millenniun  the 
wicked  will  surround  the  camp  of  the  saints,  and  almost 
overpower  them ;  but  Christ  and  the  holy  angels  will 
make  manifest  their  power  in  the  destruction  of  the 
wicked,  and  Jesus  will  be  crowned  Redeemer  of  the 
world. 

OF    THE    RESURRECTION. 

10.  We  believe  that  the  one  hundred  and  forty  four 
thousand  that  John  saw,  will  come  with  Jesus  upon 
Mount  Zion,  to  commence  the  resurrection  of  those  per- 
sons that  are  to  live  and  reign  with  Christ  during  the 
Millennium.  That  they  will  have  bodies  similar  to  that 
which  Christ  had  while  upon  earth;  born  of  a  mortal 
mother,  begotten  by  a  celestial  father.  That  He  was  the 
first  fruits  of  this  mode  of  resurrection  appertaining  to 
this  earth,  and  that  to  live  and  be  like  unto  Him,  we 
will  have  bodies  of  a  similar  nature:  this  will  constitute 
the  first  resurrection.  John  says,  "  Blessed  and  holy  is 
he  that  hath  part  in  the  first  resurrection;  on  such  the 
second  death  hath  no  power."  That  at  the  end  of  the 
Millenniun  all  those  who  had  part  in  the  first  resurrec- 
tion will  be  entitled  to  a  celestial  resurrection,  at  which 
time  this  earth  will  pass  into  a  celestial  sphere,  and  its 
inhabitants  will  be  able  to  say,  "O  death,  where  is  thy 
sting?     O  grave,  where  is  thy  victory  ?  " 


CONCLUSION. 


The  principles  contained  in  the  preceding  pages  are 
God-given  truths,  emanating  from  a  heavenly  source, 
most  of  them  having  been  revealed  through  a  servant  of 
the  Lord,  who  sealed  his  mission  by  passing  from  mor- 
tality to  immortality.  They  have  been  the  basis  of  all 
spiritual  works  from  the  first  creation,  and  will  be  as 
long  as  mortal  earths  continue  to  come  into  existence  ; 
and  to  the  extent  that  the  doctrines  and  principles  ad- 
vocated  by  Christ  and  the  apostles  have  been  dissemi- 
nated during  the  gentile  dispensation,  to  that  extent  will 
these  truths  be  a  power  in  the  restoration  of  the  spirit- 
ual Israel. 

Concerning  modern  spiritualism,  or  rather  spiritism,  we 
wish  to  state  that  it  is  a  defective  mode  of  spiritual  com- 
munication. For  the  spirits  that  communicate  through 
its  advance  guards,  the  mediums,  are  earth  bound  be- 
ings. Under  present  existing  circumstances  they  can 
nor  materialize,  as  a  spirit  cannot  be  materialized;  and 
we  are  positive  in  the  assertion  that  a  celestial  being  has 
never  appeared  to  any  of  the  modern  spirit  mediums. 
For  the  only  heavenly  beings  which  have  appeared  in 
form  have  been  celestial  messengers,  sent  on  important 
occasions;  such  personages  as  appeared  to  Abrahan, 
John  the  Kevelator  and  other  special  servants  of  the 
Lord. 

We  invite  any  of  the  old  time  bretheren,  who  are  in- 
teresteJ  in  the  latter  d<iy  work  to  communicate  with    us. 


DO    WHAT    IS    RIGHT. 


Do  what  is  right,  the  day  dawn  is  breaking, 
Hailing  a  future  of  freedom  and  light; 

Angels  above  us  are  silent  notes  taking 
Of  every  action,  then  do  what  is  right. 

Chorus:  — 

Do  what  is  right,  let  the  consequence  follow ; 

Battle  for  freedom  in  spirit  and  might, 
And  with  stout  hearts  look  ye  forth  for  to-morrow, 

God  will  protect  you  in  doing  what  is  right. 

Do  what  is  right,  the  shackles  are  falling, 

Chains  of  the  bondmen  no  longer  are  bright, 

Lightened  by  hope  soon  they'll  cease  to  be  galling, 
Truth  goeth  onward,  then  do  what  is  right. 

Do  what  is  right,  be  faithful  and  fearless ; 

Onward,  press  onward,  the  goal  is  in  sight ; 
Eyes  that  are  wet  very  soon  will  be  tearless ; 

Blessings  await  you  in  doing  what  is  right. 


